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Orthodox Child Welfare Beliefs

• Agencies know best

• Professionals are expert

• Focus is on children and parents

• Professionals are key decision makers

• Families `fit in’ to systems

• Compulsory plans

• Menu of agency services

• Worker specialisation



NZ inspiration to CYPFA 1989
• Society is not aware of the extent 

to which the law has defeated the 

Maori way of life 

• Our institutions simply ignore and 

freeze out other cultures

• Social work is often a removal of 

responsibility and power from 

people to look after themselves





Widening the circle
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Independent facilitation key

• Control and direction with citizens

• Independent FGC organization

• Independent community coordinators

• Together they speak over 100 languages



Conferencing is a bridge 
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2015 Family group plan in Act

• 2005 – Awareness FGC is citizens right. 

• 2011 – Amendment CP & Youth Care Act

– Provides(..) with the opportunity to first construe an action plan, 

or to adapt an existing plan…

• 2015 – New Law on Child Welfare

• Family group plan.. Right to first make an aid or 

action plan as prepared by the parents together with 

(..) 

• In progress: involuntary placement in 

psychiatry



Over 60 studies…
• Average 14 participants

• Plans after conference (1 - 10): 
– 7 % formal conference plan

– 2 % informal plans

– 1 % no plan 

» Always an outcome; 

• No unsafe agreements accepted

• 66% plans fulfilled within 8 weeks 

• High satisfaction (1 – 10): 
– Young people  > 8, 

– families > 7,6  

– professionals > 7,5
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